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NARRATIVE 
OF THE 

Conversion of a Polish Rabbi. 

Mr. Benjamin Nehemiah Solo- 
mon, a converted Polish Rabbi. 
and one of the three Jews who 
were introduced to the Public, at 
the Anniversary of the London 
Society. on Friday, the Sd of 
May, has lately written the fol- 
lowing account of his conversion 
from Judaism to the Christian 
faith. 

Afree and ingenuous Confes- 
sion of the great things which 
the Lord has done for my soul ; 
including my belief on the most 
fundamental principles and doc- 
trines of Christianity ; taken, I 
trust, from nothing but the Word 
of God and heart-felt experience. 

As present purpose will 
chiefly be to endeavor, candidly, 
io review the different states of 
my mind since I was led and began 
tganquire after the truth of Chris- 
tianity, and to state my present 
views and feelings on this most 
important subject; I shall leave 
out the particular providences of 
my past life,as a Jew outwardly, 
and will but just mention, that I 
was born in Lemberg, a city In 
Poland, in the year 179i, and edu- 
cated under the care of parentsand 
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tutors distinguished for their pie- 
ty in Judaism, witha view of be- 
inga Rabbi. Accgrdingly, my 
studies were directed more to the 
‘Talmud and its innumerable com- 
mentators, than to the word of 
God which | was taught in my 
youth, but in a superficial way, as 
it is well known to be read so 
now-a-days, even among what 
are called the most learned Rab- 
bies. I was taught by tradition 
daily to expect the Messiah whom 
the Old Testament promises. as I 
also firmly did. The prejudice 
against the name of Jesus was of 
course impressed upon my mind 
with the deepest profaneness and 
blasphemy: though I never heard 
who Jesus was, nor what he said 
concerning himself. About the 
twentieth year of my age, I was 
told that Jesus pretended to have 
been the Messiah of Israel, was 
crucified and his disciples asserted 
that he rese again, and ascended 


- inte heaven in the sight of a mul- 


titude. 


Since that time my desire, or 
rather curiosity, was excited to 
inquire more particularly about 
this person. but the church of m 
country being Roman Catholic, 
and myself confined to the house 
in study, all opportunity to grati- 
fy my desive failed entirely. In 
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the year 1813, L was directed by 
the Lord (for I am now firmly 
persuaded that it was his partic- 
ular and gracious providenc e) to 
leave my country, kindred, and 
my father’s house. and was mar- 
vellously directed. I trust. by the 
finger of God. unto this land, 
which flows with spiritual milk 
aud honey. having heard of its 
distingnished religious character, 
though totaily ignorant of the ex- 
ertions here made for the = sal- 
vation of Israel. When I arriv- 
ed at London, (the 2d May, 1814) 
I visited Dr. Svlomon Hirschel, 
the Rabbi of the Jews. who in- 
formed me in. conversation. by 
way of complaint and caution. 
that a society Wis established at 


- 


London for conyertine Tews To 


the Christian ‘ieligion, Co that 
a (se) ina’ ope nly p reac hed 
Christ er ito the Jews. At 


this i was at once astonished and 
obliged. secretly. to the Rabbi. 
for such pleasant tidings. and 
soon after i appued to Mr. F——, 
not wit rout fp ‘ar of the Jews. 
Thus far the glanee of my life 
till the 17th of May. 1S}. the 
day when the Lord favored me 
with L.1@ first sil i7 of the Gospel 
by ist. Matthew. in Hebrew. put 
into my hand, f Savethav with a 
prayer for spiritual illuminatioa,* 


Gis. of Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, cncn mune eves that I may sec 
the wondrous thwags of thy law: in- 
cline at hear. to thy testimonics ; or- 
der m ens asecording to thy word ; 
enable me to find tim of whom Moses 


spake, who should be raised up 2 pro- 
phet like unto himself, to whom all ihe 
prophets wiiness, who is the true Mes- 
siah, the Redeem ‘rot hy S people, the 
mighty (Gs xl, the evertasiing Father, 
the Prince of Peace, Amen.—Thiiis 
prayer was translated tor me into Ger- 
Muah. 
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by one of his faithial servants, 
whor, by the blessit rr of the Lord. 
i have now reason to call, with 
reverence and gratitude, * mv 
fatherin the Lerd Jesus Christ,” 
in more than one sense. | now 
proceed to take ashort, and (as 
far as 1} can search my own heart) 
Lhope siucere view of my inward 
experience in Christianity. until 
thisday. Perhaps no mar of sense 
will wonder, when | tell that the 
first perusal of Sf. Matthew. and 
some of the © isties of Paul, 
brought my ming toa strange cen- 
fusion: andasthe natural man does 
not know the th, ings of the Spirit 
of God because thevare spiritually 
discerned, | was utterly unable 
to receive the most of its recora- 
ed facts and doctrines, whilst 
doubting the truths of others. 
Notwithstanding. the i mpr ssions 
Wii hsemeof the prophecies made 
¥pop my mind, as iuily accom- 
plished in the person of Jesus; 
and seme decree of rational de- 
liberation. did not suffer me to 
deny the truth até once: and tho’ 
icnorart of the corruption and 
darkness of my understending, 
yet sensible of the prejudice in 
which 1 was trained up, f deter- 
mined on a turther and more de 
liberate Inquiry. 

The eyes § four months (be - 
ing a part of it in London unde: 
a tutor. and a part in the country) 
I passed ima state of uncertainty 
of mind. as far as it concerned 
the subject of Messiah. Pat 
from being sensible of the need 
of a Savior. and cherishing a se 
cret confidence in my own un- 
derstanding. | onlvw asked. like 
the Jews of old. with a tone of 
indiferen: e. HH ow lone dost thou 
make metodoabt? If thou be the 
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u hrist. tell me plainly.” Whilst 
n that condition, L was led by 
Providence to Scotl: ind, and plac- 
ed under the care of a pio 13 min- 
ister: and still seeking the Lord 
God. not in the way in which 
Daniel set his face to seek hun,’ 
but in the regions of human writ- 
ings and fallible reasons. f perus- 
ed Paley’s Evidences of Christian- 
ity, Chalmers’ Evidences, and 
Wardiaw’s against the Secinians ; 
which all stamped my rind w ith 
a thorough convic tion. that Jesus 
is the Son of God, the Messiah. 
In that historical conviction I 
pretty strongly rested, s» that 
ev en now and then I was able to 
ofer up my thanksgiving to God 
tor bringing me thus to the light, 
and could eagerly contend for it 
with some young men of infidel 
principles, with whom I frequently 
tell in company. I was satishied 
with that faith as effectual for my 
salvation, though a Pharisaical 
spirit still warmed my breast, and 
kept me at a distance from the 
throne of grace. Having had no 
experime ntal idea of my natural 
de -pravity. nor of the necessity or 
nature of regeneration, when I 
found in the Bible something con- 
cerning the deceitfulness and 
wickedness of the heart. I thought 
it was spoken to others; and as 
for myself. repentance of the sins 
of which conscience accused me, 
and the faith already mentioned, 
lulled me into a false peace; 
thinking it my only duty to de- 
clare. and. if able, to prove to 
my brethren according to the flesh, 
that Jesus Christ is the Messiah 
the Son of God. Experienced 
Christians well know that this 
was but a poor cottage built upon 
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sand, and little capable of stand- 
ing the winds and tempests of 
Satan. the world, and ve flesh. 
Alas! not many months elapse id 
before I experienced it: the time 
came when the rain descended, 
the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat upon the house, 
and [say it with shame and con- 
fusion of face. that I was so fa: 
from being able to stand, that I 
actually denied my Savier. 
said foolishly in my heart. There 
is no God, and all men are Jiars: 
and [am persuaded that in tha: 
condition I was concluded uncer 
unbelief; but, O theu merciful 
God of Tsrael! how infinite is thy 
loving kindness; 1 beseech thee. 
suffer me mene: to forget how 1 
was then in the lion’ s mouth, and 
at the very brink of hell; and 
may I always remember with 
praises, how thou hast wondertul- 
ly kept and drawn me back with 
the bands of love, whilst tetter- 
ing towards the horrible pit.* 


This pitiful condition Was 
enough to subdue my naiural 


pride. and teach me that I had no 
strength in myself: and blessed 
be the Lerd, who did fot suffer 
me to conclude hastily that all 
Christians are lars: but having 
acquired some general, though 
not experimen tal know ledge of 
the grand doctrinesof chr ristianity, 
1 resumed my inquiry with look- 
ing more for the teaching from 
above, than from human fallible 
reason. It pleased the Lord to 
place me at the same time at S— 

under far more blessed means 
than before; imstead of hearing 
as formerly, two sermons on a 


*It was premised that the intention 
of this p: aper is not to Mention outward 
narticulars 
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Sunday, [had here the opportuni- 
ty of hearing, twice a day, the 
Scriptures expounded by the 
Lord’s dear and faithful servants. 
Upon this and private opportuni- 
ties of assembling and uniting in 
prayer, l slowly fed for a few 
months, till the appointed time 
came. (for which 1 have great 
reason to bless te Lord) when 
T was at once wounded, or rather 
enabled to feel the wounds. bruis- 
es. and stings, which I have long 
azo received from the serpent.s sin. 
and the world, and of which, mi- 
rabile dictu, | was utterly insen- 
sible, till that sorrowful yet hap- 
py moment, when the Spiri t of 
the Lord convinced me of sin; 
then I was indeed troubled and 
greatly bowed down; and, not to 
enter into long details, I hope 
may say at least, without hurt to 
conscience, that ee thirty-eighth 
Psalm, from the beginning to the 
10th verse, was tke ‘language pro- 
ceeding from the bottom “of mv 
heart ; “all about me was darkness, 
—the world appeared a wretch- 
ed and detestable spectacle, and 
i was hateful to myself; [ con- 
sidered the world and myself as 
the causes of my ruin, and would 
have fled to the remotest regions 
of the universe, if possible, to 
hide myself from the wrath and 
displeasure of a holy, just, and 
offended God. One Mee soon- 
have persuaded me that fire 
and water will agree, than tell 
me that I could ever escape the 
torments of hell and appear be- 
tore God in that miserable cond- 
tion in which [I saw myself. I 
then felt the necessity of a Savior, 
Mediator, and Advocate, and 
though convinced that Jesus 
Christ was able to save to the ut- 
fermost, I could by no means be 
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persuaded that he would ever re- 
ceive such a wretched and miser- 
able rebel. Lisaid.—t[tis teo late, 
my sins are too many. Lon hejnous 
to be forgiven s—and far trem} 
sumine to approach the throne of 
erace with any confidence. I 
trembling said “po more 
Lord, | fear [have destroyed my- 
self, Whilst thus writing bitter 
things aeainst my yaelf { or about a 
fortnight panda lly. the Lord 
stirred up some of his dear ser- 
vants to comfort me by their 
preac hing, conversation aud pray “ 
er, till, in reading the word of 
God, | was struck with these ae 
der and comlortable words of Je- 
sus, “Be not afraid. only be- 
lieve.” If I amin the right. this 
was the time when Jesus at oncé 
rebuked the winds within my 
soul, and there beean to be a 
calm. The first time my nuit 
was afterwards opened tn prayer. 
was with thanksgiving that I was 
not cut off from the land of the 
living, and that such a elorious 
door was opened for the chiefest 
of sinners to enter within the 
vail. Jesus Christ becan to re- 
veal himself to me marvellonsiv 
from day to day: he was with 
me in reading the Bible. in medi- 
tation, in prayer, and in hearing 
sermons; in a word. I saw him 
in every thing.—l found myself, 
as it were, entirely in a new 
world: I was astonished. I ad- 
mired .and waslost im the thoughts 
of the mercy, love, and glory of 
God. as they shine in the { face of 
Jesus: Often I was overwhelmed 
with love, joey, and heavenly 
comfort, and the lively sense I 
had then of my interest in Christ, 
and of his unspeakable love to 
me and to all sinners. is scarcely 
te be describect. 1 was almost 


re- 








jifted up with spiritual pride, and 
perhaps should have. in that state, 
forgotten what lL was and still am, 
and neglected to ascribe all gtory 
where it is due: but if please t 
the Lord now and then to teach 
me. that without him could do 
nothing good. My greatest de- 
licht since f have been awakened, 
i trust, has been to keep com- 
munion with Ged. and see the 
light of jis countenance. but I 
have experienced that when left 
to myself, i am dead, and cold, 
and ungrateful; my mouth 1s 
sometimes stopped and my soul 
troubled. but blessed be God, he 
has, | hope, never since suffered 
me to decline in faith;* in his 
strength J can still say so to those 
historical evidences in the lan- 
suage of the Samaritans, * Now 
{ believe, not because of your 
savings, for I have heard Sie may - 
self, and know that this is indeed 
the Christ. the Savior of the 
world.” 
aright, L find by happy experienc e, 
that in such dark moments it is 
only, as it were, the Lord s 


saving 
in tenderness. ** Think not that 
you can do any good thine of 


yourself, I show you when hide 
my face you are troubled.” By 
that he teaches me that his in- 
finite love and goodness consists, 
not only in the cross. but also in 
bringins: back Jost and wanderi ing 
sheep to his flock. in- ch erishing, 
feeding, and preserving them from 
the malice of the werld and Sa- 





* Let it be remembered, that when 
F venture to make an assertion of this 
kind, lam at the same time not insensi- 
nsufficiency in self-examina- 
wld add almost to every 

spoper, * As far as lam 
nm} own state 


bie of wy i 
tion, and TI wi 
x mt ence of thi 


etosearech and ciscer 
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if I can examine myself 
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tan. and from the deceitfulness 
of their own hearts. 

Such is the short sketch of the 
method in which it pleased the 
Lord to lead me unto the way of 
truth; and now as to my present 
view of the principles of Chris- 
tianity, I think if 1 were to draw 
What mav perhaps be called my 
own creed, from the little expe- 
rience and knowledge which I 
have, by the help of God, receiv- 
ed from his word = since I was 
brought seriously to consider it, 
the sentiments would amount to 
the follewing particulars, which 
I shall endeavor to set down, not 
as labored prepositions, but as 
they occur to my mind in writ- 
ing. 

I believe that in, the first 
Adam all men have sinned and 
lost the image of God, in which 
he (Adam) was created. This is 
what divinescall natural depravity 
or original sin, by which I under- 
stand that the heart of man by 
nature, is not only far alienated 
from, but an actual enemy to God ; 
it is in bondage to sin and Satan, 
and naturally hiding itself from 
God. and drawn to the world and 
its sinful lusts. 

2. | believe that man in himself 
is hely ‘less as well as depraved ; 
there is no way nor power in bia 
to come back to his God, for he 
cannot appear with his past sins 
betore a holy and just Being. nor 
can he ever keep the law perfect- 
ly. 

3. I believe that in the God- 
head of the Gne God of Israel, 
there are three persons, which are 
named in scripture by the terms 
Kather, Son, and Holy Spirit ; 
these three have counselled, be- 
fore the foundation of the world, 








































a way by which sinners may be 

reconciled to God, and in due 

iime have accomp! lished it. each 

In their respective o ives 3 Cod 
: the Father hath ordaime i i and dle- 
ciared the way of saivation 5; God 
the Son hath wrought it out, 
accomplished it, by Incarna- 
tion, suffering, death, resurrec- 
tion, and ascension ; God the 
Holy Ghost an p lies it to the souls 
of sinners by his special inilu- 
ence. 

4. IL velieve that 
being the Son 
himself. as is understood 
foregoine particular, und having 
in the fiesh iulfilled the law to 
perfection. his blood is pertectly 
suiicient to atone for 
all who believe in him, and his 
yichtecusness to clothe then 
with: he is the end of the law 
for righteousness to every one 
that believeth. 

>. | believe that there is no 
other way whereby a sinner can 
be justified in the sight of God 
and reconciled to hi Mn, but by a 
true and lively faith in the per- 
son. blood. and offices of Jesus 
Christ, by which faith the perfect 

ithteousness of Christ is imput- 
ed unto him; this fait) is not the 
power of man, but must be obtain- 
ed from above : nor is it granted 
to him for any merits of his, but 
bythe fiee erace of God; and 
though faith is the only condition 
of justific ation, vet ul it be genu- 
ine. it cannot fail to produce 2 
holy and cor wiatees life: it work- 
eth by love, purifies the heart, 


or 


his 


Jesus Christ, 
God and God 
in the 


e 
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and overcometh the world: the 
sinner that possesses true faith, 
lives and walks by it. and if no 


holiness is perce eived in him. it is 


dead. 
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the sins of 


a decided proof that the faith is - 


I believe that it is imposss- 
ble for any man to have that faith 
which worketh by love, and thay 
holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord, unless he ts 





renewed or born again by the 
power and iniluence of the Tioly 


Ghost. The manner in which the 
spirit works upon the soul, can- 

not be otherwise described than it 
has been by truth itself; (ohn Hi. 

8.) but they who experience it, 

know its intluence, aud will be in 
some measure able to discern. by 
the general conduct of others, 
Whether the spirit worketh upon 
their hearts 3 Sk ripture itself war- 
rants us, (Matt. vn. 20.) and I be- 

lieve that when this vreat work of 
he Spirit takes place in the heart 
ol the sinner, he is brought under 
the new covenant of grace. and 
the promises. Jer. xxxi. 33, and 
KNzek. xxxvi. 27, are actually ful- 
filled in bim, he has the law writ- 

ten upan the hesily tables of his 
heart. and so he is a true mem- 
ber of Christ the Mediator of the 
new covenant, who came, not to 
destroy the meral law, but to mag- 

nify it ‘and make it lionerable. 


ORDAINED 

At North-Yarmouth, 18th Feb. as 
pastor of the 3d Congregational Church 

id Parish, Rev. Ot1s Crossy Wursown. 
First prayer by Rev Amasa Smith, 
North-¥ armouth; Sermon (Mark avi 
20) John M. Whiton, Antrim 
(N. ie )C vansecrating prayer by Rev 
= i Rand, of Gorham; C ha irge to the 

wstor by Rev. Daniel Weston, Gray ; 
C h ge ta the people by Rev. Edward 
Payson, Portland ; Right hand of Fei 
lowslip by Rev. Perez Chapin, Pow- 
nal; und Concluding prayer by Rev 
Willaim Miltimore, Falmouth. 


»v Rev. 
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evarvative of a distinevisied 
work of grace in Katriaven, 
Vitec muumiicated by the Rev. 

Rust é ‘USHMAN, for the Re- 

elses dnutelligencer. 

When | was firs: settled in this town 
ten vears ago last February, there were 
about 50 1 maeen hare belonging to this 
church. The number coitinued about 
the sume for five or six vears. Since 
that time, it has been gradually de- 
cre asing ; and a year ago last August, 

ere Were left only four no ales, and 
about twenty-five females It then ap- 
peared, as indeed did for many 
months before, that the church must 
soon become entirely extinet, and the 
candlestick removed out of its place. 
Nothing but immediat 


it 


te divine interpo- 
sition could prevent this disagreeable 
consequence.—During the whoic of the 
summer of 1816, a dark cloud seemed 
the church on account 
estate; and also over 
the people at large, on account of 
theirawtul stupidity, and the trowns 
of divine Prov idence, i in the peculiarly 
distressing season. On account of 
this gloomy aspect, IT appointed the 
Sist day of Juiy,as a day of fasting 
humiliation and praver. Contrary *o 
my expectations, und very different 
trom what Was usual on such occa- 
sions, the day was generally observed. 
We hada full assembly, many more 
than what was common on the Sabbath. 
From that time, our meetings on the 
Sabbath began te increase and were 
more and more solemn. On the firs: 
Sabbath in September, we received 
tnree members into ihe church, which 
seemed also to be a token for good.— 
One of these by letter; and the 
hope of but one was of a recent date. 
About this time, the Rev. Mr. Be- 
man, late pastor of a church in Port- 
land, (Me.) and now residing in the 
State of Georgia, preached for me a 
number of times. Being: uncommonly 
rifted in oratory, he drew together a 
Toultitadie of hearers, from afl quar- 
ters. And being filled with the Holy 
Ghost, he availed himself of the oppor- 
imnity of doing good, with which God 


to hang over 
of her low 


was 
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hac favored him, anil was peculiarly 
taififul to his Master, and the souls of 
hearers. Bemg carmed entirely 
above the rear ot man, he did not shun 
to deciare the whoie counsel of God. 
And he was evidently made an ins:ru- 
ment in the hand of God, of grent 
good to this peopie, by exciting gener- 
ul attention to the subject of religion, 
vhich began io be a general tupic of 
conversation in alinost every circle.—— 
Besides this general attention and so- 
lemnity, nothing special appeared as 
vet, excepting in my own feelings. I 
began to be sensibly impressed with 
the almost ceriainty, that God was 
about to pour out his Spirit, and ef- 
fect agencral reformation. It appear- 
ed that [could sce the cloud gather, 
and the shower af divine grace ap- 
proach. I feit prepared for*it, as I 
lumoly trust, and stood ready to at- 
tend to whatever God had for me to 
do msuch a work, ina diferent sense 
from what l ever cid before. Though 
Thad always been wishing, and praying 
for such a season, yet I never feit to 
stand ina waiting posture tli then. 
Aithough the pecutiarly melancholy 
season, and the poweriul preaching of 
Mr. B. were undoubtedly the means, 
in the hand of God, of exciting gener- 
al attention ; yet there were other cir- 
cumstances, which conspired to aid on 
the giorious work. About the first of 
September, our conference meetings, 
which had been entirely neglected dur- 
-_ the summer, were again revived. 
he first meeting was well attended 
i solemn, Among those who at- 
tended, was a man, about forty-five, 
who had always been a leading clar- 
acter, and doubtless had more influ- 
ence in town and society, than any oth- 
er individual. He was ‘not only for- 
ward in town affairs, inerecting an el- 
egant house for public wor ship, i In sup- 
porting the gospel, and in all useful 
public institutions ; but was also a lead- 
er in all public celebrations and vain 
diversions. He was a punctual attend- 
ant upon public worship ; but seldom 
atterded conference. Being scarcely 
a professor present, excepting myself, 


\ asked him if he had not something 
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to say. He rose immediately, and ad- 
dressed the assembly, directing his 
conversation partictiiarly to the young 
peopie. He told inem that ke had 
laiciy been to Granvilte, (N. Y.) where 
there Was a revival; and he founa the 
people engaged in the things of relig- 
ion. Ti: attention, he observed, was 
not confine< o women and children, 
and meu t weak minds; but men ot 
the first claracters, and talents, were 
engaged 
their ime in attending meetings, and 
persuading their fellow sinners to re- 
pet. He seemed to talk as though he 


had doubts respecting the divinity of 


the Scriptures, and the truth of relig- 
ion. But said that there might be a 
reality im these things, as so many 
were engaged in them; and if so, it 
was all important for them to know it. 
And us they never couid have a better 
opportunity, he advised them to give 
up ¢ diversions, and vain amuse- 
micris, jor the present, and devote the 


tf)! und winter to the examination of 


ubject. “ He said he would unite 

h ? and make a thorough in- 
after a faithful, impartial 

oro ahr xamination, they should 

nnd th it Re heion was a farce, Heaven 
an imaginary good, and Heil a bug- 
bear, they would give the mst Ives no 
move walk about it. But if they 
found these things to be realities, as 
many of superior talents and educa- 
tion solem iy believe, they must be all 
important l they would rive all 
dil:cence to obtain an interest in them. 
if they were important to one, they 
were to all. And if they were any 
thing, they were every thin 
The people heard with _attention ; 
and by the ar prok und sil 'y Seeime d 
to vield their assent, and enter into the 
solemn agreement. It was then pro- 
pos d to attendtoa nun ber of que S- 
ions which were calculated to lead 
the mind to inquire into the reality 
an l impor ance off re lig on. A que S- 
tion was accoriingly proposed to be 
discussed the next Sabbath evening, 
respecting the immortality of the soul, 
the wext, man’s accountal bil ty. Then 
the truth ot the Scriptures, future 


-_ 


static of retibution, &c. By the time 


hese ques oas were discussed, many, 
who attel l, were convinced that re- 
ligion was indeeda reality, and of the 


and spent considerable ot 


first importance. They found, tral 
was high time to attend to the con 
cerns of eiernity, and secure the salya. 
tion of their immortal souls. Our 
meetings increased, and were more and 
more interesting and solemn, But 3 
saw nothing very special, till towards 
the last ef September. About that 
lume, a2 young woman called on me, 
with the. interesting inquiry, * What 
shall I do io be saved?’ This br ight. 
exed my hopes, and gave me move real 
encouragement, than all the general 
attention which wus visible betore. 
For this was a positive and sinking 
evidence that God had come im earn- 
est, and begun his own work. The at 
tention then visibly increased, and be- 
gan to spread intodifferent parts of the 
town; and cases of conviction began to 
I wultiply ; ; God was evidently amongst 
us, by the poweriul operations of his 
spirit. Conference meetings were ap- 
pointed in different neighborhoods, 
and were generally crowded. put 
there were no hopetul conversions till 
about the first of November. As the 
man above mentioned had always cone 
forward, and taken the lead in all their 
aifairs and diversions, and had made 
the proposal to attend to the things of 
religion ; it seemed as though the peo- 
ple were then waiting for him to break 
the way and lead them into the King- 
dom of Heaven. Though he was mueh 
engaged, continually going from house 
to HOUSE, Pr rsuading sinners to attend 
meetings, and seck their soul’s salva 
tion, and was under solemn conviction 
of his own lost stat e bv na ture; yet 
nis hear* St med t » Fesist for a long 
time, the strivings of the Holy Spirit 
Rut his conviction increased ; and hi 
Was ai xioushy solicitous ier ihe salwa- 
tion of his neighbars and fellow sinners 
around him. Ata conference meet 
r, held in he meeting kouse the first 
Sabbath eve: inz in Nov. he was 
much distress au t, relat ed the exercises 
oO! hisown mind, expresseda sense of his 
own perilous situ: fie mn, and warned the 
prey ple. And towards the close of th 
meeting, he rose again and spoke 
considerable length, and in such «a ma 
ner as to interest the feelings, and ¢ 
the uncommon attention of the whoic 
audience. This was be fore any one, 
to my knowledge, had obtained a hope 
in Christ. He then mentioned the 
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svlemn resolution which he had made ; 
‘ha: he was determined, by the strength 
ot the Almighty, to seck an interest in 
Christ, make religion his business, and 
serve his poi the remainder of his 
days. He u ed itupon all the peo- 
ple 1 nake pia same resoluiion, and 
used many impressive arguments. 
When he had gotten their mmds 
wrough. up toa high pitch, he made 
a propos o them, and earnestly re- 
a ested ‘hat ail those who bad any re- 

ird for tear own souls, and were wil- 
be y tomake such a resolution, would 
then maniiest it, by falling upon their 
knees wits him, and saving the Lord’s 
praver. It being so sud len, and un- 
expected, ihe whole ssembly were 
struck, and seemed to drop at once. 
Many, if not the real st ae that were 
pres it, at that mome made the 


! : 5 : , j = 
soleinn resoive; and rena them- 


selves to tusl, by the repetition of 


hose sacred words. When they came 
o reflect upon the transaction, which 
was done by many with out any premed- 
ion, being, thus cailed to it una- 
wares, they were sostruck with their 
high obligations to God, that they 
could find no rest to their souls till 
they had paid their vow, and cordially 
embraced the Lord Jesus Christ. A 
number, tho’ somewhat impressed be- 
fore, dated their first deep concern for 
their souls from this meeting, and from 
their sudden resolution. The man 
who called the people to the resolu- 
— himself, seeing the immediate ef- 
, Was also struck with a more aw- 

fal ‘sense of his own situation. He 
saw that it was likely that God was 
making an instrument of him, to call 
up the attention of the people to the 
concerns of eternity : and it struck his 
mind with foree, that he might be the 
means of the conviction and conver- 
sion of some sinners; and while they 
were delivered from destruction by 
his instrumentality, he himself should 
be cast down to hell, And he was not 
alone in his fears. His own public 
solemn resolution also, seemed to 
heighten his distress, and increase his 
conviction.—His anxiety Was so great 
atier this transaction, that he scarcely i 
‘losed his eyes to sleep that night. He 
went from the meeting to his own 
house , but could not retire to rest 
from a sense of his awful situation. 


. 
A 
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He went outto one of his neighbors, 
whose wife was pious, and the only 
pro.essor living m the village, and re- 
quested her to pray for him. The 
husband, and two workmen were pre- 
sent, and under deep concern for their 
own souls. She toid him that he must 
pray tor himself. Hesaid he was so 
wicked he could not pray. She urged 
it upon him again, .ndagain. He final- 
ly concluded, that, if she would pray 
for him, that he might pray, he would 
muke the attempi: tor thev all feit as 
though they must have a prayer, and 
there was no other proicssior near. 
Lec rdingly they all Kneeled down, 
and he attempted to pray—but receiv- 
ed no rehet. He said afterwards, that 
his heart appeared to be as hard as a 
stone, and his prayer, like that made 
inthe meeting house, seemed not to 
rise above h.s head. God appeared at 
a vast distance ; and it was with the 
greatest difficulty that he could bring 
him into his mind. He scarcely knew 
what he wanted in prayer; and it seem- 
ed to him that it was all an abomina- 
tion. He then returned home, but 
continued in the same frame of mind 
all night and the next day. Sleep and 
rest departed from him. Monday 
evening Was the stated time of our 
weekly prayer-meeting—That week it 
was attended at his house, by the re- 
quest of his wife. Many people attend- 
ed, and the meeting was solemn and in- 
teresting, Hewas more calm in his 
mind during the exercises ; and aftcr 
the people had dispersed, he retired 
to rest, and sleat quietly till morning. 
When he awoke he found a surprising 
alteration in his feelings. God appear- 
ed near to him, and a reconciled God 
through Jesus ‘Christ, whom he could 
then clearly see, as be said, on the 
right hand of the Father interceding 
for his people. He never had such a 
view of the Savior before, as Media 
tor between God and man. His son! 
seemed to embrace him and trust in his 
merits alone for salvation. 

Before the revival commenced, there 
Was not a male professor, nor a pray- 


> 
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ing family in the w hole village ; and 
vdeed, but very few in town. a hen 
the minds of the people i gan to be 
called up to the concerns o: « semnity, 
and their consciences awakened , ther 
began to see their desolation, and 
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the importance of family prayer. But 
as none could prey, or Gare make the 
attempt, this man proposed to have as 
many as could attend, meet every 

morning in the school- house, at seven 
o’clock, and have me go and read a 
chapter i in the Bible, and pray with 
them, as a substitute for family pray- 
ers in their own houses. And this 
yractice was continued irom the com- 
mencement of the revival, till they be- 
gan to pray in their own families — 
And, I trust, these meetings were own- 


edor God, and blessed to the good of 


souls, 

On Tuesday morning, at one of these 
meetings, } in q' tired of him respecting 
the state of his mind. He replied, 
*Tfeelas though Lt could submit to 
God.” It can hardiy be conceived 
what relief I expericnced in my own 
mind, immediately upon this reply. 
Knowme his talents, his influence in 
society, how eminently useful he might 
be in the church of God; and the 
great injurv he might do, im all hu- 
man probability, shouldhe be left to 
ro back and embrace infidelity, my soul 
travailed in pain for his deliv. orance : 
but I now felt relieved, as well as he, 
ofa heavy burden. About the same 
time, a number were hopefully bro’t 
mto the Kingdom. How wonderful 

e the ways of God !—Though he is 
infinitely able to call in his elect with- 
out means, as weil as with; yet he 

iways uses them, and just such a as he 
me ases, as tho’ he could do nothing 
without ; and often jn a manner sur- 
prising to us, but always honorable to 
bimselr. 

Immediately after the hopeful con- 
version of the man who had been so 
instrumental in calling up the atten- 
tion of others, the w ork rapidly increas- 
ed. Every day, for some weeks, there 
were some new instances, of conviction, 
and some hopeful conversions. The 
new converts were humble and solemn, 
and alive in’ the cause of religion. 
This man, in a special manner, who 
spent all his time, in attending meet- 
ints, Conversil s with his neiwhbors 
and friends, and persuading sinners to 
repent, come from cae to house, 
now spoke a ditlerent language, and 
suns a new song. He dwelt upon a 
theme entirely new. He was one of th 


first who made a profession of his thith, 
and is now an officer im the church. 

In the months of November and De 
cember, the work oi Gop was so pow 
erful, and made such wondertul pro- 
gress, that all apparent opposition was 
hushed; and it appeared that all were 
coming, and would bow betore the ail- 
conquering Spirit of grace, to the mild 
sceptre of the Prince of Peace. Ail was 
unity and love among Christians. ‘he 
principal inquiry among the impeni- 
tent, was, © Whatshill bdo to be sas 
ed?” And the new converts scemeil 
to think of |ittle else, but to glorify 
Gop their Deliverer, and do something 
to advance His cause, and save tl 
souls of their tellow-simners. 

The work continued to progress 
equally poweritul, tillsectaries canice in 
and set up separate meetings. Agr e- 
ably to the design of the grand adver- 
sary of souls, who is alw ays busy in 
such seasons of attqtion, the minds Of 
the people were diverted, in a measure, 
from the great object of the saivation 
of the soul, to things of minor conse- 
quence. The doctrines of grace were 
cried down, ami declared to be danger- 
ous doctrines, by certain teachers :— 
which diverted the attention of many, 
and created some disputes. “Though 
all controversy was Kept out of our cou- 
ferences, and “disputable doctrines, on 
our part, avoided as much as possible ; 
yet it was impossible wholly to preven 
the fatal eff>cts which such a division 
was calculated to produce. but Gop 
did not suffer His work to stop here. 
Many more, after this, were awakened 
and hopetuily brought into His King- 
dom. And the work continued, though 


not so powertul, till the latter part of 


February ; when it evidentiv declined. 
During the summer, there were some 
hopetul conversions; so that on the 
first Sabbath in September we rece. ved 
ten inio the church. Since that time, 


there has been butone new imsiance of 


conversion, to my knowledye. Our 
meetings, however, are Weil attenced, 
solemn and animating to Ciiristians. 
In short, Go» has wrought wonders 
here, whereof we exceedingly rejuice, 
and would give Him ali the giory.— 
‘Though He has used many instruments 
in accomplishing His glorious purpases 
concerning Zion, yet many of us, wher 











.e compare the present with the past, 
wid behold the surprising change in 
tne face of things in this town, society 

i church, stand astonishee, wander, 

mire, and € ‘xclaim, * What hath Gop 

srought?”’ as though He had used no 
instruments at all. When we were just 
yeady to perish, Gop appeared in won- 
derful mercy. Frem a very small hand- 
ful, and still fust dec ‘reasing, Gop has 
suddenly enlarged this c hurch in such 
. manner, that it now bears a respecta- 
ble rank among the churches of eur 
Lonp. Though most of the members 
nay be said to be babes in Cunist, hav- 

ng but just entered. His school; yet, 
of real talents, but few churches, ac- 
cording to their numbers, possess a 
vrcater share. And almost the whole 
weight of influence im the town, is now 
ui the church. 

During this gracious work, ninety- 
even have been united with the church, 
ui this small town, containing, at the 
ast census, less than 700 souls, The 
greatest part of these are heads of fam- 
hes ; though some of all ages, irem 
eleven to seventy and upwards, have 
becn called in. A goodly number of 
the vouth are subjects of the work ; 
el, it was the most powerful among 
nose of middle age. Of the ninety- 
even Who have joined the church, 

ut twenty-five only were unmarried. 

n taking so many o7 the first charac- 
tee, Gop has wonderfully delivered 
His cause from reproach. The enemy 
cannot boast of their strength, as 
inough none were taken but the youth, 
women and children. ‘They are appar- 
ently coniounded, and stand in silent 
astonishment, to see such a striking al- 
te ‘ration, as evidently appears in many 

Idh: ardened sinners, who, they thought 
vere inaccessible to the "influences. of 
relia But they are not more as- 

nished than many of the converts are 
ihemseltes, to find such a change in 
their own feelings, views, motives, and 

sires. Many are wonderiuliy sur- 
prised to find themselves so une xpec t- 
edly, in such a different situation.— 
And ‘they are ready to ascribe it all to 
‘he sovereign grace of Gop, and to give 
liim all the glory. 

Some have united with the Metho- 
(ists, « few with the Episcopalians, and 
two or three with the Baptists. Much 
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the greatest proportion have cordially 
embraced the great doctrines of the 
gospel, generally styled the doctrines 
of grace, and united with the Congre- 
gational Church. 

Though this account is already pro- 
tracted to a considerable length, yet 
cannot forbear te relate two or three 
particular insiances in Which the pow- 
ers of divine grace were wondertully 


displayed ; hoping, by the blessing of 


Gop, that the relation me y be edifying 
to Christians, and convicting to sinners 
Onc men, nearly sixty, who had al- 
ways been in infiuential character, and 
forward in supporting the gospel, and 
other useful institutions, but far from 
religion, was unexpectedly wrought 
upon by the Spirit of God, and made a 
hopeful subject of his special grace. 
He was a man of undoubted veracity 
and strict integrity. He had the con- 
fidence of the public and discharged 
the duties of several offices of trust in 
the town with faithfulness and ability. 
He was generally considered moral, 
though not entirely free from pre funi- 
ty. He was a warm friend, but severe 
enemy. And he seemed to. take de- 
light in his severity upen those from 
whom he had received an injury. He 
was perhaps, in the strict sense, one of 
those who loved his friends and hated 
his enemies, and considered bimself 
justified in so doing. He had formerly 
‘been a violent opposer of the doctrines 
of grace; but finding that he could no’ 
maintain an argument against them, 
he became, in a measure, convinced of 
their truth, and had made no opposi- 
tion to them fora number of years. He 
generally attended public worship; 
and depended for salvation entirely up- 
on his own works. He thought, if he 
was generally moral in his external 
conduct, he should certainly be saved. 
He had a long catalogue of supposed 
good works, set tohis account, which 
he confidently believed would more 
than balance all the char ges which God 
might have agaliis t him: ard with 
these he expected to purchase salva- 
tion. Upon this ground he was so firm- 
ly fixed, that he could not be driven 
trom it by all the arguments which 
could be drawn frem reason and the 
word of God. He knew the minds of 
orthcdox Christians respecting him, 
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and was sensible that the preaching 
which he constantly heard, was all 
againsthim. Butall did not avail any 
thing to alter his opinion respecting 
himself. He was ignorant of the Scrip- 
tures, having turned his attention al- 
most wholly to things of'a worldly na- 
ture. He often addressed the people 
at our conference meetings. He hoped 
that they weuld all reform, and become 
religious, and be engaged; and he 


said, he meant to be as religious as any of 


them; having no idea of the depravity 
of the heart, or necessity of a change ; 
but supposed, that all that was neces- 
sary to be religious, was to be morally 
honest, punctual in performing some 
external duties, and a 
engagedness in the cause. And all 
this might be done, with such hearts 
as they “already had. I had often con- 
versed with him upon the subject, en- 
deavored to show him his true situa- 
tion, the danger of resting upon such 
ground, and the importance of regen- 
eration; but to very little effect. 

One day he called at my house, to 
converse upon the subject. He said 
that Lhad before talked very discour- 
aging respecting him: and added, that 
he did not know but I should be more 
discouraged stibl, when he come to tell 
me whathe was about to relate. He 
said, I had exhorted sinners to exam- 
ine their own hearts, and see af they 
ever did any thing w ith a view to the 
glory of God. If they were faithful in 
this examination, they might judge of 
their hearts, whether they were chang- 
ed or not: and added, that I tola Aim, 
that Ae might judge of the state of Ais 
heart in the same w ay.—And he had, 
according to my directions, made a 
faithful, “and thorough examination, 
and found, that his heart was changed, 
if this were necessary : it was certainly 
right, at last; for he had done many 
things to the glory of God. Witha 
degree of surprise, I replied, Well I 
am more discouraged.—Upon which he 
raised his voice, and said, “* Why? 
what qther motive could I have i in en- 
tertaining and supporting ministers, 
building meeting houses, attcix ding 
meeting, relieving the distressed, Kc.’ 
This interrogation, or rather exclama- 
tion, discove red his perilous situation 
in such a striking manner, that 1 gave 


ject. Perceiving his desire, 


certain degree of 


him up for lost, and made but very lit. 
tle answer. It appeared of no avail to 
say any thing tohim. My reluctance 

to converse with him, considerably ay. 

itated his mind. But notwithstandir p 
his apparent strength, it soon appeared 
evident that he did not rest entirely 
secure upon his foundation. He then 
expressed a degree of anxiety to enter 
into further conversation upon the sub- 
I convers. 
ed freely, and dealt plainly with him 

He listened with attention, and wus 
some affected. 

Some days alter, Knowing my views, 
and the mind of others respecting him, 
sensible that we really believed that 
he was building upon a sandy founds 
tion, that would soon fail him, and 
plunge his soul into eternal ruin; he 
thought he would sit down and try the 
strength of it. He accordingly re- 
counted over deliberately and reckon. 
edup his good deeds which he had 
been setting to his credit for so many 
years; and found, as he thought, th: at 
they were so numerous and of so good 
a quality, that a just God could not 
send him to hell. His mountain then 
stood stronger than ever. But the 
thought recurred to his mind, that he 
might have some ey! deeds and he 
would add’ them up also, compare 
them with his good works, and st rike 
the balance. He accordingly began to 
reckon them up, one by one, and soon 
found that they were more numerous 
than what he had ever imagined. Many 
thing's recurred to his mind which he 
had never tho’t of for many vears. And 
many others, which he had aay Ways Cor 
sidered 1 innocent, : appeared then to be 
heinous sins in the sight ofGod. ‘The 
more he thought, the more r: apid iv his 
sins rushed into his mind; and he be- 
gan to repent of his undertaking, and 
shrink from the unwelcome sight ; but 
then found that it was impossible to 
prevent his sins from rushing into view, 
His sins were set in order before hia eves, 
and the sight, he thought, was more 
than he could bear. He began to see 
clearly that, on the eround of good 
works, he was gone ; for his evil deeds 
exceeded his good ones: and lke a 
drowning men, catching at every straw, 
and almost ina state of desperation, 
he suddenly turned his mind to th 
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siher side, to see if he could not find 
more cood deeds, that he might yet, 
if ‘possible, ve enough to balance his 
sins. But upon the first sight of his 
eood works he saw, to his utter aston- 
isiment, to use his own expression, 
that they were all good for nothing. 
What then to do,he knew not. The 
foundation upon which he had stood 
for more than half a century, was en- 
tirely swept away, and he was left in 
a state of despair. His sins appeared 
like mountains before him, ready to 
crush him into hell, and he had nothing 
to set against them. He thought then 
‘hat none could be so great a sinner as 
lie. Instead of having done much for 
God, to promote his glory as he had 
vainly imagined, he had done nothing 
tall. His whole hfe had been but 
one continual act ef sin and rebellion 
against God; and he saw no way by 
which it was possible for him to escape 
eternal wo. He thought he must be 
damned, and that justly. 


I visited him soon after, when he re- 
lated to me, in substance, as above. 
He was then, to appearance, as near 
the borders of despair, as any one that 
ever saw. Though my hopes of his 
salvation were brighter than they ever 
hi had been before, yet it was exceeding- 

y painful tohear him talk. He talked 

soca mentioned his abused priv- 
ileges, lamented his past life, in which 
lie had done nothing for God, and _be- 
moaned his fate. 


I proposed to him the Savior, who 
had died for just such sinners as he, 
end would still have mercy on him, if 
he would repent; and conversed with 
him for soine, time; but he did not in- 
cline to hear; he said it was too late; 
there was no mercy for him; his ha 
piness was forever at an end. We 
went to conference that evening ; and 
he took an early opportunity to address 
the assembly. He then talked as he 
never did before. In a very feeling 
manner, he warned the people, espe- 
cially the youth, of their imminent 
danger, while impenitent ; and solemn- 
ly admonished them not to put off the 
ail- important concerns of eternity, and 
sin away the day of grace,as he had 
done. For his obstinate blindness, 
when he had been so often warned of 
his danger, his utter neglect of God, 
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awful ingratitude and wickedness, he 


was utte ‘rly ruined ; his misery had al- 
ready begun, and he then felt the tor- 
ments of despair enkindled in his breast. 
His address made a solemn impression 
upon the minds of the people, which 
wus not soon forgotten. In this de- 
spairing state he continued for some 
days, lamenting, as he thought, his 
most agerav ated ; sin, his awful ingrat- 
itude to his heavenly Benefactor. 

Atlength God appeared for his re- 
lief, opened his eyes to see his Savior, 
whose ri ighteousness was sufficient to 
cover all hissins; and opened his heart 
to receive him as his all sufficient Re- 
deemer. A flood of divine light ap- 
peared to break in upon his soul, and 
fill him with joy unspeakable A view 
of the Savior immediately dispelled 
those clouds of darkness which had so 
long hovered over his mind, and drove 
away his despair. Sorrow was imme- 
diately turned into joy, “beauty was 
given him for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise fer 
the spirit of heaviness.” The transla- 
tion out of a state of darkness and des- 
pair into God’s marvellous light, was 
so sudden and unexpected, that he 
could not forbear crying out, though 
alone, “ Glory to God!” He took the 
first opportunity to relate in public: 
what the Lord had done for his soul. 
The relation was striking and interest- 
ing. Upon his hopeful conversion and 
new life, the enemy are confounded, 
and compelled to acknowledge the 
power of God. He has ever since 
maintained the character of a lively 
Christian; and is astonished beyond 
measure, that he should live so ‘long 
biind to the beauties of God’s charac. 
ter, and the excellency of religion. He 
how sustains the oflice ofdeacon in the 
church, which is a more honorable sta- 
tion, in his view, than any to which 
man could be elevate d, outofthe church 
of God. 

Another remarkable instance of the 
power of divine grace was manifested 
ina man about thirty-five, who had liv- 
ed in town but about three years, and 
had never attended public w orship 
more than two or three half days since 
he came. When the awakening began, 
he made light of it, and called it enthu- 
siasm. His wife’s sister who then re- 
sided with him, was one of the first 
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ho was awakened out of the village ; 
and for some time, was the only one m 
ihat neighborhood who attended the 
conferences. —Always when she return- 
ed from conference, he was very inquis- 
itive to know what they were doing in 
the village; what new instances of 
awakening ; who talked in conterence ; 
what they said, &c.: and turned it off 
witha degree of ridicule. Not long 
after*she went home to her father’s, 
who lived in Salem, (N. Y.) and tareied 
a number of weeks. She obtained re- 
lief in her mind, and a hope in Christ, 
the morning she went away; but did 
not let it be known till she returned. 
At evening, when the time for the peo- 
ple to attend conference arrived, he 
jelt the same anxiety to know what 
was going on in the v illage, as he ex- 
pressed it : and knew of no one in the 
neighborhood who was going, of whom 
he could inquire. He waited some 
time, and finally concluded that he 
must go himself. He bad then never at- 
tended conference meeting in all his life. 
When he entered the house, beheld the 
maultitude of people which were col- 
lected, and saw for himself what was 
going on, he was astonished and ready 
to exclaim that the halfwas not told 
him. He was immediately struck with 
a sense of the reality and importance 
of religion; and was no longer dispos- 
ed to treat the subject with ridicule or 
levity. He returned with a hezvy 
heart, wounded conscience, and a sol- 
émn countenance. The next day, 
which was Sabbath, he attended meet- 
ing all day. And he said, that the two 
sermons were the first that he ever 
really heard in all his life. He attend- 
ed conference in the evening, and 
prayer meeting on Monday morning. 
But at this meeting, something being 
said which seemed to displease him; 
it was suggested to him at once, that 
there was nothing in religion, and in- 
siantly felt determined that he would 
have nothing to do with it. He then 
resolved to drive aw ay his serious im- 
pressions, and get rid of his concern of 
mind as soon as possible. Accordingly 
he went from the meeting to the tavern, 
found some of his companions, and 
agreed with them to go the next day a 
hi anting. On Tuesday, therefore, he 
took his dog and his gun, and went in 


pursuitofhisgame. He found, hoy 
ever, that he took Admse/fwiih him, « 
he said; hescould not stifle his exy. 
science. Tle went againon Wedics 
day, still resolving that he would 
vert his mind, and drive away his co 
Viction ; but succeeded no better thay 
before. [t not being convenient tu 
pursue the game on Thursd: iy he tur: 
ed his attention to some other emp soy 
ment. But he found before night th. 
it Was a Vain thing to fight against Gud 
any longer. Instead of driving awa 
the Spirit and stifli ing his convictio: 
he found that his anxiety for his sou! 
and conviction of sin, Continually in 
creased. To silence the upbraidings 
of a guilty conscience, was absolute 
impossible. Though kis days wer 
spent in diversion, and apparent cheer 
fulness, his nights were ‘sleepless, and 
distressing beyond expression. He 
yielded, gave up the idea of banishing 
his fears in this manne r, and of stifling 
his conviction, and resolved once mor 
to attend to the concerns of his soul in 
earnest. In the evening, therefore, he 
attended coniererce. Friday eveniny 
he attended again; when I had some 
private conversation with him, for the 
firsttime. He had kept all his feel- 
ings, resolutions and motives entirely 
to himself. Andeven then he did no 
express what he really felt | in his soul 
but requested tiyat I would call and se: 
him on the morrew. LIwent according 
ly to visit him. tasked him how he 
felt. He said, ue felt as though hx 
Was in anew world. He said, that h 
went home, the preceding evening, 
borne down with a sense of sin and 
guilt. He durst not go to bed, for 
he thought, if he went to sleep he 
should certainly awake in hell. His 
family all retired, ignorant of his situa- 
tion, and he sat up ull it was very late 
Hisconviction and distress increased, 
tillhe began to despair of escaping 
that wrath which he justly deserved. 
There could be no mercy for him; 
and it was of little consequence how 
soon he knew the worst of his case.— 
He tried to pray, but could say nothing. 
He concluded at length to go to bed, 
and risque the consequences. And as 
he reclined his head upon his pillow, 
in awful agony, to use his own expres 
sicn, he felt to give himself into the 
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Hands of God, todo with him as he 
pieased. If he must perish, as he 
thought was certain, and which he saw 
to be perfectly just, he would perish 
at the feet of Jesus. He immediatly 
fell aslcep, having had no rest before 
for abouta week, and awoke m a new 
world. It was anew morning to him, 
ol things had passed away, and behold 
all things had become new :—Every 
thing on which he set his eyes, he said 
a.peared to be full of God—and all na- 
ture seemed to unite with him in prais- 
ing the Redeemer; such love as he 
then had for the character of God ex- 
ceeded any thing, of which, before, he 
had any idea—tHle thought he loved 
his family before; but never did he 
have that affection for them which er 
seemed to flow ftum his heart. And 
the people of God appeared to him €Xx- 
eeedingly precious ; whereas before, 
he almost despised them. He contin- 
ued in this frame of mind for a consid- 
erable length of time; and I believe, 
never has yet, experienced those sea- 
sons of darkness, and doubts, which 
are common to many Christians. 

When he came to think about unit- 
ing with the visible people of God, he 
took an opportunity to examine our ar- 
ticles of faith. He had never been fa- 
miltar with the Scriptures; andas the 
doctrine ofelection was so tepugnant 
to his teclings, he ¢oncluded that it 
could not be in the Bible, and that it 
was not true. Not having attended 
particularly to the subjeet, he remain- 
ed of the same mind still. When 
therefore, he came to read our articles 
which are the articles adopted by the 
Consociation, and find them so full in 

this doctrine, and allothers intimately 
connected with it, he laid them aside 
end said at once, that he could never 
jo this church. But upon reflection 
hie thought he would not conclude too 
hastily, but give the subject an impar- 
tialexanimation. He then read them 
carefully, and with them the Scripture 
references. He not only read those 
passages, but turned to them in his 
Bible with notes, and looked out all the 
corresponding texts. By this method 


he soon found that the articles were 
abundantly proved from Scripture. 
And he was not only convinced of their 
truth, but found his heart in perfect 
unison with them. He then came for- 
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ward, with his wile, and wife’s sister, 
and was received into thechurch. Ag 
yet, he stands firm, fn the cause he has 
espoused, and bids fair to become 4a 
substantial pillar in the church of God. 
Who ‘can deny the special grace of 
God, when they behold such trophies 
as this 4 

I cannot conclude this narrative 
without mentioning one instance more. 
It is ofa British soldier, who served 
under Lord Wellington in Spain, for- 
tugal and France. At the conclusion 
of the war in Europe, he was sent to 
Canada; and was in the battle of 
Plattsburgh. He then deserted, and 
came into Vermont. He came into 
Fair-Haven sometime previous to tbe 
awakening, and lived ina family about 
two miles from the village. When he 
first heard about the awakening, be 
was so profoundly ignorant of any such 
thing, thathe thought it was some 
great feast ; but durst not expose 
his ignorance so much as to inquire. 
As the attention increased, the family 
were he lived began to attend the con- 
ferences, and he went with them. His 
mind was soon called up.to the con- 
cerns of eternity. He laid aside his 
profanity and excessive drinking, 
to which he had long been accustomed, 
and gave his mind wholly to the 
things of religion. As he attended ta 
the subject his anxiety increased, But 
while he was in ameasure convinced 
of sin, of his entire depravity, lost 
state by nature, and the certainty of 
eternal misery without repentance, 
his heart seemed to stand out against 
the strivings of the Spirit, and refus« 
submission, for a long time. He at 
length became discouraged, and form- 
ed the resolution in his own mind, te 
give it all up, and have nothing more 
to do with the things of eternity. He 
went immediately to the tavern, with 
some of his comrad#s, and drank, he 
said, more than he had before for 
many months. In this way, he was 
determined to drown, if possible, all 
serious impressions and thoughts. By 
this time, the minds of the family were 
very deeply impressed, and some of 
them, I think, had obtained hopes 
The man’s wife only was a professor 
before. Soon after,a doctor, who wus 
asubject of the work, and some oth- 
ers, were at the house, conversing upon 
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the things of religion ; and they sent 
out to have him come in, that he might 
also receive some ofthe benefit ot ‘the 
conversation. Buthe retused, resoly- 
ing to avoid every thing that w as Ci il. 
culated to bring the subject cfreligion 
into mind. When thev were about to 
separate, they proposed to have a pray- 
er; andsent out again to have him 
come in. Bui he still refused. The 
Goctor, in returning home, went near 
where he was at work ; called and con- 
versed with him ; and urged it upon 
him to attend to the concerns of his 
soul. Atfirst he entirely refused to 
give any heed to what was said to him. 
But as the doctor persevered in setting 
forth to him the importance of making 
his peace with God, he finally conclud- 
ed that he would attend to the subject, 
and made a promise to che doctor to 
this effect. And hedidnot forget his 
promise. Ina day or two after, he 
was threshing in the barn, and being de- 
sirous of company, a neighbor agreed 
to come and thresh with him in the af- 
ternoon, provided it continued to storm 
so that he could not work out- The 
time arrived when he expected him ; 
but the wind blew up frm the west 
and seemed to rat fair weather ; 
and this, he concluded, was the reason 
of his failure. He was at once angry. 
and said, before he thought, “ Damn 
the wind.? At which expression, 
thot iwh always addicted to such lan- 
guage, he was immediately shocked in 
euch: « manner. that he almost fell to 
the floor. Hesat down, and was not 
ble to stand for some time. He said 
he never received such a violent shock 
before in all his life. 
war, the fall of thousands at his side, 
the shricks of the wounded, the groans 
of the dying, and the prospect of instant 
deat 53 in the field of battle, never struck 
him with half the horror. From that 
time * began to see clearly the plague 
of his own heart, and his awful rebel- 
lion against the King of heaven. He 
made no more attempts to stifle his 
conviction; but earnestly inquired 
what he should do to be sa ceil, 

In a short time after, at a conference 
meeting in the neighborhood, he savs, 
zs he sat listening to the conversation, 

and musing upon his situation, bemoan- 
snarls fate, Guatidiiido hi imself _ 
and undone for ever, on account of hi 
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sins ; all of a sudden light seemed tg 
break in upon his mind, and love to 
God and men (to use his own expres 
sion) thrilled through his heart, which 
dispelled his darkness, banished his 
fears, and fiiled him with unspeaksble 
delight. He was so full that he could 
scarcely contain himselt; and ‘elt that 
he mustthen rise, procisim the good- 
ness and mercyof God, and c.il upon 
the assembly to praise him : but 
thought it would not do for such an 
ignorant, wicked creature as he, to say 
a word before such an ussembly —He 
found, however, that he could not sup- 
press his feei ngs, and avoid breaking 
out in expressions of praise to God, if 
he tarried there; he arose and left the 
house. He went away by himself, and 
gave full venttohis feelings, pouring 
out his soul before God. The next 
conference was on Sabbath evening, in 
the meeting-house. He attended, and 
could no longer refrain from declarin ie 
what Gol had done for his soul, and 
giving his testimony to the excellency 
of that religion which had fired his 
heart with love to God and men. His 
tongue was loosed to speak with the 
eloquence of an orator. And while 
his soul seemed to flow forth in rap- 
tures of love, joy, and praise, he ex- 
pressed that deep humility, repentance, 
for sin, and sense of unworthiness, that 
was strikingly convicting to all, 
that it was the fruit of the Spirit of 
God which opened his mouth and gave 
him utterance. With no relation that 
had been given in public, were the peo- 
ple ot God more surprisingly animated, 
and the wicked more sensibly struck 
with amazement. To see him, who but 
a short time before, was a profane 
drunkard, thoughtless of God, and 
fearless of man, who was extremely ig- 
norant, and never accustomed to speak 
before an assembly, rise. and display 
such eloquence in the cause of God, 

was enough to convince the boldest in- 
fidelof the truth of religion. It ap- 
peared that none could hear, and not 
acknowledge the mighty power of God. 
He has since united with the church ; 
and as far as 1 can learn, walks in such 
a manner as torefiect honor upon the 
cause which he has espoused. 

Rervs CusaMay 
‘air-Haven, Dec. 8, 1817 








